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“An Inclusive Society for All”

Welcome
Thank you for taking the time to look at our
Course Guide. We hope that you find it useful.
Our courses help you to develop, gain new
skills, widen your social circle and take part in
new experiences. Activate promises learners
that we will:
• Ensure you have the opportunity to reach your
full potential
• Provide a learner led programme where your
voice is heard
• Design a personalised pathway with you,
for you
• Support you with identifying and pursuing life
and/or career goals
• Provide opportunities for involvement within
your local community
• Continue to support you with information,
advice and guidance
We know it can be hard to decide what to do
with your future, but we hope you will consider
making us part of the adventure.
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Activate Futures
Knowsley

This personalised study programme is for
19-24 year olds with learning difficulties
and disabilities and focuses on building
the skills and experience needed
to pursue an active life in the local
community. Learners take part in
volunteering, work experience and
options such as travel training to further
develop their independence and
prepare them for the future.
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What you will do:
• Vocational Skills (for a full list of onsite
vocational opportunities please see
page 9)
• Personal and Social Development
• Volunteering/Work Experience
• Local Community Projects
• Maths & English
• Employability Skills
• Life Skills

Where:
The Bracknell Centre
Bracknell Avenue
Southdene
Kirkby
L32 9PW

Qualifications:
We offer an accredited employability
qualification which includes various
vocational units. Maths and English
qualifications will also be offered
on an individual basis.

When:
3 days per week during term time from
8:55am - 3:10pm

Length of course:
Our aim is to help you move on within a
two year period if appropriate.

What’s next:
When you finish at Activate our
Employability Co-ordinator will help
you decide what you want to do next.
Options may include, but are not
limited to:
•
•
•
•

Paid work
A college course
Voluntary work
Referral to another organisation
with suitable programme(s)
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Activate Futures
Wirral

This personalised study programme is for
19-24 year olds with learning difficulties
and disabilities and focuses on building
the skills and experience needed
to pursue an active life in the local
community. Learners take part in
volunteering, work experience and
options such as travel training to further
develop their independence and
prepare them for the future.
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What you will do:
• Vocational Skills including Horticulture,
Creative Studies and Drama
• Personal and Social Development
• Volunteering/Work Experience
• Local Community Projects
• Young Enterprise Project
• Maths & English
• Employability Skills
• Life Skills

Where:
The Banking Hall
62 Hamilton Square
Birkenhead
Wirral
CH41 5AT

Qualifications:
We offer an accredited employability
qualification which includes various
vocational units. Maths and English
qualifications will also be offered
on an individual basis.

When:
3 days per week during term time from
8:55am - 3:10pm

Length of Course:
Our aim is to help you move on within a
two year period if appropriate.

What’s Next:
When you finish at Activate our
Employability Co-ordinator will help
you decide what you want to do next.
Options may include, but are not
limited to:
•
•
•
•

Paid work
A college course
Voluntary work
Referral to another organisation with
suitable programme(s)
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Activate Choices

This personalised study programme is
for 19-24 year olds who have profound
and multiple learning difficulties,
severe learning difficulties or other
conditions requiring high levels of
support. It continues to build on previous
curricula from school and focuses on
individual and personal goals.
Where:
The Bracknell Centre
Bracknell Avenue
Southdene
Kirkby
L32 9PW

What you will do:
• Personal and Social Development
(focusing on communication &
your aspirations)
• Participation in community projects at
our centre
• Trips into the local community
• Sensory Activities
• Vocational Skills

Length of the course:
Possibility of up to 3 years with a decision
being made on a case by case basis.
What’s next:
Our Employability Co-ordinator will
explore options with you and tap into
our networks to help plan your next
step after this programme.

Qualifications:
Learners work towards an Open Awards
Entry Level 1 Qualification in
Personal Progress.

When:
3 days per week during term time from
8:55am - 3:10pm

7

8

Vocational Options
Horticulture
This option includes learning about planting
seeds, crop rotation, companion planting,
looking after plants as they grow and
eventually harvesting fresh produce.
Small Animal Care
This option includes learning how to take
care of different animals by feeding,
grooming and nurturing them and
ensuring their home is clean and safe.
Practical Independence Skills
This option helps you develop skills which
you can apply in your daily life such as
changing lightbulbs, hanging shelves and
other DIY tasks. It is particularly useful for
those learners that may want to move
into independent or supported living.

Creative Studies
This option allows you to express yourself
using a range of creative techniques
such as painting, drawing and design.
Learners will develop a creative project
as part of this option.
Drama
This option covers various areas of the
performing arts such as singing, dancing
and acting. The sessions will help you
improve communication, work on
personal targets and make new friends.
You will also have the chance to
showcase your new talents at an end
of term production.

What Learners Say
How has Activate helped you?
“I am more confident.”
“I can tell the time now! I can
measure things too, which is really
useful.”
“My writing is a lot better now. We
learned kitchen safety which I use
at my volunteer jobs.”
“I learn to count money. I laugh a
lot and I am happy.”

Why do you like to go to Activate?

Learner Survey Data
“100% of students said that they would
recommend Activate to their friends”
“100% of students said that they felt
safe at Activate”
“100% of students said that they felt
supported at Activate”
“100% of students said that the staff
at Activate are helpful”

“I just like coming here. Everyone
helps me a lot.”
“I get to see my friends. The work is
all really fun. I love it!”
“It’s fun. We go places. You don’t
promise things you can’t keep.”
“You help me learn easier.”
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About our Staff

Our team consists of experienced teaching and support staff. Staff ratios are determined
after evaluating the individual needs of each student. We offer regular training
opportunities to ensure our staff members are up-to-date with any training or
certificates required. The entire Activate team is dedicated to working with you
and supporting you so that you have the best possible experience with us.

Employability Co-ordinator & Information, Advice, Guidance and Support Team
My role as Employability Co-ordinator is to arrange work experience placements
and voluntary work for you. It also includes working with you to help you decide
what you would like to do at the end of the course. Additionally I can help you get
the right advice if you are having difficulties with housing, benefits or other problems.

Support Roles

Tutors
As a course tutor, my main role is to deliver sessions that are suitable and adapted
to consider everybody’s needs. I help you to develop skills so that you can use them
in employment, volunteering placements and everyday life. It is also my job to know
what your goals are and help you achieve them.

Head of Education
As Head of Education, I oversee and support all staff involved with our education
courses. I help shape and create new courses to make sure we adapt what we are
doing to meet your individual needs. I also look at our performance to make sure we
are doing what we say we will and keeping high standards in everything we deliver.
Assistant Head of Quality and Functional Skills
I work with the tutors and I make sure the quality of learning across the organisation is
of a high standard. I help the staff develop their practice which means the students
get the best learning experience.
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Assistive Technologist
I support our students to use specially adapted technology for their learning. This
allows them to develop the life skills to use technology to communicate, make
choices and control the environment around them. I also work closely with our
teaching staff and liaise with parents to make sure that students are always using
the right equipment suitable to their individual needs.

Learning Support Assistants (LSAs)
As a LSA, I lend a helping hand to you and the tutors. I am there when you need extra
support with work during a session or need to chat about something bothering you.
I can also help you with any medical, physical or personal care needs.
We are happy to refer you to other professionals who can provide support which we do
not offer onsite.
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How to Apply

Helpful Information
Funding
Courses are free to access if you are 19-24 and have an Education, Health and
Care Plan.
Bursary
You may be eligible for a bursary if your household income is below a certain
threshold and you are claiming certain benefits. The bursary is offered on a first
come, first served basis.
Free Meals
If you are claiming certain benefits you may be eligible to receive free meals while
studying with us.
Transport
Although we do not provide transportation we can help you apply for a bus pass
through our connections with Merseytravel or look at other funding options with you.
We also have staff who are qualified to provide travel training for students who are
interested in independent travel.
Benefits
We can help you determine whether your benefits would be affected by starting a
course with us. We can also refer you to other agencies who offer guidance.

1
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Come to an Open Day or book
a visit if you cannot make it to a
scheduled Open Day.

2

Request an application form and
return it to Activate.

3

Activate collects information
from your current or previous
learning provider. A preassessment takes place through
information collected by Activate.
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If the application is approved
after pre-assessment, then you
will be invited to Activate for an
assessment day led by a range
of professionals.
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If the application is successful after
the assessment day, then you are
offered a preliminary place at
Activate until funding is confirmed
with your local authority.
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After the funding for your place is
approved you will be invited for
transition sessions.

Information, Advice and Guidance
We’re here to provide impartial advice to help students and their families make
informed decisions. This can be done formally at review meetings or can be as
simple as a quick chat. Students can even access support from Activate for up to
6 months after finishing a course.
Safeguarding
Activate is committed to providing a safe, secure and healthy environment for all
our students, staff and visitors. We have three designated Safeguarding Officers
who can be contacted through our office.
Assistive Technology
As part of our assessment process we look at how technology can be used to
enhance your learning experience. You can bring any of your existing equipment
to use at Activate, or we can apply for funding to source equipment for you. Our
Assistive Technologist will spend time teaching you to use equipment, apps and
programmes as well as helping you with any problems.
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The Bracknell Centre’s Facilities

Other Activate Services

Activate acquired the Bracknell Centre
(formerly Newstead School) in October
2013. We received a grant from The
SIB Group to refurbish the building and
create an integrated, fully accessible
community and education facility.

Classrooms
We have a range of classrooms including
• Life Skills Room (ideal for cooking classes)
• IT Suite
• PMLD/High Needs Facility
• Additional Classrooms and Training
Rooms
Vocational Facilities
As part of our vocational offer students
can access the following spaces onsite:
• Community Café
• Horticulture Base
• Small Animal Care Centre

Other Facilities
• Community Room with Kitchenette
• Medical Suite
• Sensory Pod
• Fully Accessible Hygiene Room
• Track Hoisting
• External Horticulture Facility and Plot
Venue Hire
Many of our facilities are available for
hire. If you are interested in booking
please contact us on: 0151 545 1279.
You can view pictures of the centre on
our website: www.activateces.org.uk

Services for Schools
Activate delivers bespoke education programmes for teenagers and young adults.
We offer schools a range of educational packages covering topics such as Animal
Care, Horticulture and Catering, all delivered onsite at our facility in Kirkby. If you’re
interested in a session, but can’t travel to us, we may even be able to bring the
session to you. Schools can also hire out space in other areas of our facility such
as our state-of-the-art sensory pod (see Page 15 for more information).
Employability Programmes
Activate specialises in delivering employability programmes for young people
who have learning difficulties and disabilities. Students who take part in our
employability programmes develop the skills and confidence to move towards
volunteering and work. We are pleased to offer our students hands on experience
using our onsite vocational areas. Our Employability Co-ordinator develops links
with local employers to establish external volunteering and work experience
opportunities which match the interests and skills of each learner.
Community Services
We believe it is important to make ties with our local community which is why we
have opened our café and horticulture base to the community. Our student run
café is open Monday to Friday from 12pm-1pm during term time for
community access. The café also offers a catering service for organisations
and community users.
We have growing spaces available free of charge for any community groups who
would like to commit to the upkeep of a plot. As part of this, we offer classes and
instruction in the care and keeping of the growing space. Groups can also hire
out space in other areas of our facility such as our Community Room (see Page 15
for more information).
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Alternative Education Programmes
We offer Alternative Education programmes for young people who are at risk of
disengaging from education or who are ‘Not in Education, Employment or Training’.
Our courses are tailor-made to meet the individual needs of young people
and use a variety of techniques to help them develop confidence, self-esteem,
employability skills and life skills.
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How to Find Us
Main Site:

Wirral Site:

By Train
Kirkby Station
operated by Merseyrail

By Train
Hamilton Square Station
operated by Merseyrail

By Bus
19 or 21 Liverpool to Kirkby
192 Halewood to Kirkby
197 or 198 Kirkby Circular
217 or 227 Huyton to Kirkby
297 St Helens to Kirkby

By Bus
1,2 (Stagecoach) Chester Bus Exchange
to Liverpool Sir Thomas St
41, 41A, 42 Woodchurch to Mill Park
407 Liverpool to Town Meadow
409 Wallasey – Birkenhead – Wallasey
410 New Brighton – Birkenhead –
Clatterbridge Hospital
411 New Brighton – Birkenhead Circular
413 Liverpool/Birkenhead to
Seacombe Ferry
418 or 419 Mill Park to Birkenhead
437 Liverpool to West Kirby
464 Liverpool to New Ferry
471/472 Heswall – Birkenhead – Liverpool
487 Liverpool – Clatterbridge Ness/Parkgate

Travel by Car
Please contact us for directions
You can also plan your travel using:
www.merseytravel.gov.uk
Address:
The Bracknell Centre
Bracknell Avenue
Southdene
Kirkby
L32 9PW

Travel by Car
Please contact us for directions
You can also plan your travel using:
www.merseytravel.gov.uk
Address:
The Banking Hall
62 Hamilton Square
Birkenhead
Wirral
CH41 5AT
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Telephone: 0151 545 1279
Fax: 0151 548 5321
Website: www.activateces.org.uk
Email: info@activateces.org.uk
Facebook: Activate CES
Twitter: @ActivateCES

